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Locals caampaign to save the Royal Brompton Hospital

The Royal Brompton Hospital site, 
in the Royal Borough of Kensing-
ton & Chelsea, is in the centre of a 
campaign by locals to save it from 
being replaced with luxury dwell-
ings.  Residents, MPs, unions and 
supporters are using all channels 
of communication to convince the 
local council and the NHS trusts to 
save the hospital from developers 
who are considering the prospect of 
building luxury homes that most res-
idents cannot afford to buy.  These 
active campaigners are determined 
to have the Royal Brompton Hospital 
to continue delivering healthcare 

services in the borough at this 24-
hour facility.    
 On 14 December, GMB London 
organized a protest at the hospital 
site to raise public awareness before 
a board meeting on 15 December 
where the faith of the hospital is on 
the agenda. 
 Since 2017, Guy’s and St Thomas’ 
and Royal Brompton & Harefield 
NHS Foundation Trusts have part-
nered to run operations and provide 
healthcare services for heart, lung, 
clinical support and paediatrics, and 
it is one of the UK’s largest con-
genital heart disease service in the 

country with over 12,500 patients 
 At a public consultation event on 7 
March, NHS England admitted that it 
has no scientific evidence to support 
the ending of services, and has also 
been unable to explain how re-
moving services at Royal Brompton 
Hospital would make things better 
for patients. At a public consultation 
event on 7 March, NHS England 
admitted that it has no scientific 
evidence to support the ending of 
services, and has also been unable 
to explain how removing services 
at Royal Brompton Hospital would 
make things better for patients.

Christmas tree lights kick-off festive season 
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A Westminster park in the Pad-
dington area hosted a Christmas 
tree-lighting ceremony to signal the 
start of the festive season under 
government restrictions due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 The Paddington Recreation 
Grounds in Maida Vale hosted the 
late-afternoon event for over 200 
people on 4th December, with dig-
nitaries in attendance like Everyone 
Active’s Contract Manager Duncan 
Cogger, Recreation Grounds’ Man-
ager Cheyenne Green, Westminster 
Councillor Rita Begum, Alderman 
Barrie Taylor and the Lord Mayor of 
Westminster Councillor Jonathan 
Glanz, to name a few, and is the 

fourth year for the event.  Barrie had 
the distinct honour and privilege to 
flick the switch that turned the lights 
on which brought the Christmas tree 
to life. 
 Support to deliver this annual tra-
dition is a public-private partnership 
with Everyone Active, a Sports and 
Leisure Management Limited (SLM), 
formed in 1987, to encourage every-
one to participate in 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity, five times 
a week.  And, the company works 
Paddington Recreation Grounds to 
construct dedicated play areas for 
children aged 8 and under without 
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Council eyeing Hammersmmith Bridge facelift

Hammersmith Bridge hopes to 
receive a multi-million-pound facelift 
in the coming years.  The London 
Borough of Hammersmith and 
Fulham (LBHF) wants to upgrade 
this century-old, Grade II structure.  
It aims to repair and redesign the 
bridge to allow pedestrians, cyclist 
and motorists to cross the River 
Thames once again. 
 The council ordered the bridge, 
constructed in 1824 and connects 
the boroughs of Hammersmith & 
Fulham on the northside to Rich-
mond Upon Thames on the south 
side of the river, closed in April 2019 
after engineers found hairline cracks 
in the cast iron pedestals that sup-
port the chains during an inspection.  
The New Civil Engineers reports that 
the Hammersmith Bridge will remain 
closed to vehicles for another six 
and a half year.   
 Since the closure in 2019, pedestri-
ans and cyclists are allowed to cross 
the river using the bridge, but mo-
torists must divert to either Putney 
or Kew Bridge.  And, a ferry service 
proposed to start in Spring 2021 to 
help people to cross the river.  
 The council has warned that the 
Hammersmith Bridge is at risk of a 
collapsing unless funding can be se-
cured to carry out “urgent” stabilisa-
tion work and put the cost of stabil-
isation work at £46M, while the full 
cost of restoring the 19th-century 

structure is £141M.   
 Unfortunately, the UK government 
shunned funding for the needed 
facelift from its Shovel-Ready Pot, 
despite Mayor Sadiq Khan’s effort to 
secure funding.  The mayor revealed 
he had £120 million on his Wish 
List to the central government to 
support repair and renovation work 
on the bridge.  Civil engineers have 
pointed out that at the moment the 
future of both the temporary foot-
bridge and the major repair works 
are hanging in the balance.  Trans-
port for London (TfL) stepped in to 
fund some badly needed repairs, but 
it is not enough to have the bridge 
reopened to vehicular traffic.   
 The council said that on 9 Sep-
tember the Secretary of State for 
Transport Grant Shapps announced 
he was setting up a government 
task force, which would take over 
the project and work up solutions. 
Members of the taskforce include 
Cllr Cowan, the Deputy London 
Mayor for Transport for London, the 
CEO of the Port of London Authority, 
the Leader of Richmond Council and 
respective officials. It is chaired by 
Baroness Vere of Norbiton who is a 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State at the Department for Trans-
port. The project director is Dana 
Skelley.  Updates on the status of the 
bridge facelift are available here. 

Register to VoteRegister to Vote
You must be aged 16 or over 
and a British Citizen. 

Click on your borough link 
below:

London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham

Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea

London Borough of 
Westminster
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2021 Bank Holidays
New Year’s Day 
Fri., 1st January 

Good Friday
Fri., 2nd April

Easter Monday
Mon., 5th April

Early May Bank Holiday
Mon., 3rd May
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having to compete for space with 
older children and adults. 
 Regrettably, the celebration of the 
festive season in 2020 means coping 
and managing life, meeting friends 
and seeing families with social 
distancing measures in place due 
to COVID-19.  The shops of the high 
streets will not have the same eco-
nomic boost to their bottom lines as 
in the past.  Stores and shops have 
reduced capacities, which have a 
significant impact on footfall through 
the doors. 
 The UK government plans to ease 
restrictions between 23rd and 27th 
December so that people get some 
last-minute shopping done in the 
festive season in hopes that it would 
provide a sharp economic shot in 
the arm and travel to visiting loved 
one, with precautions for health and 
safety of everyone. 
 The 2021 Christmas tree-lighting 
ceremony should be more exciting 
due to the rollout of the coronavirus 
vaccination programme, which start-
ed on 8th December. 
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