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Government gives local elections the green light

Food banks play a critical role in West Central

The national government has given 
the green light for local elections to 
run after a year’s delay due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 Originally scheduled to take place 
on 7th May 2020 and through the 
Coronavirus Act passage, the gov-
ernment postponed election day in 
England, Wales, Northern Ireland 
and Scotland for one year.  Sections 
50 to 79 of the act entrusted the na-
tional government with the powers 
to delay the polls England and the 
devolved nations. 
 The Electoral Commission, local 
authorities and electoral administra-
tors have been tasked with deliver-
ing the 6th May election, with safe, 
socially distancing polling stations. 
The traditional way of voting has 
changed.  There are new rules, such 
as having two-metre floor markings, 
requiring the wearing face coverings, 
providing hand sanitisers, operat-
ing one-way systems, and installing 
screens at polling station desks 

to protect staff voters.  Sky News 
reported that councils would receive 
an extra £30m to make polling sta-
tions and counts COVID-secure. 
 Residents in the London Assembly 
West Central constituency are en-
couraged to save the day of Thurs-
day, 6th May on their calendars and 
diaries; register to vote if they have 
not already done so; and to consider 
casting a postal vote, particularly, if 
they are shielding and want to vote 
in the most covid-secure manner.  A 
postal vote means that you would 
not have to travel to a designated 

Rita recruits volunteers for virtual phone banks

polling station to vote.  You do not 
have to put yourself at risk of getting 
infected the coronavirus, even if you 
have had your jab; and still carrying 
out your civic responsibility voting in 
a democracy.  Ministers are also re-
minding all voters they can request a 
postal vote in advance of polling day, 
although the government will not be 
imposing compulsory postal voting 
due to fears of an increased risk of 
fraud, according to Sky News. 
 Rita has made a video about the 
election and postal voting.  Please 
click here to watch it.

Rita is recruiting volunteers for 
her phone banks to support her 
campaign to elected to the London 
Assembly, representing the West 
Central constituency that includes 
Hammersmith & Fulham, Kensington 
& Chelsea and Westminster.  
 In 2021, volunteering has a differ-
ent meaning because of lockdowns 
and social-distancing regulations 
compared to previous years.  In the 
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A postal vote is the best way to participate in the 6th May local 
election for the London Assembly.

You are invited to a virtual
campaign fundraiser

19:30 on Sat., 27th Feb.  
Featured Speakers:
Karen Buck MP &

Andy Slaughter MP

Click here
to get your ticket. 

https://youtu.be/UQQDlSlFaSI
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-cental-fundraising-quiz-tickets-141303894753


Volunteers and supporters of Rita took part in a recent phone bank 
to get the voters ready for the upcoming local election.
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Register to VoteRegister to Vote
You must be aged 16 or over 
and a British Citizen. 

Click on your borough link 
below:
London Borough of 
Hammersmith & Fulham
Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea
London Borough of 
Westminster

Contact Info & Follow Me On Social Media
Instagram TwitterFacebook Snap ChatLinkedIn

begum7722 Rita Begum begum3099Rita Begum @iamritabegum

Web site -- http://www.ritabegum.com

Email: ritabegum4westlondon@gmail.com

past, a person who volunteered to 
help a candidate would experience 
activities like leafleting, door-knock-
ing and taking part in in-person 
phone banks.  Many of these activ-
ities took place in the evenings and 
weekends because it is the best time 
to find people at home.  For in-
stance, door-knocking and leafletting 
were occasions for candidates and 
volunteers to meet voters face-to-
face, inform them about the upcom-
ing election, and ask them for they 
support with their votes.  In return, 
voters got to ask questions direct-
ly to candidates about issues that 
mattered to them.  Rita knows she 
cannot deliver this kind of election-
eering experience this time, but she 
hopes to do so in the future. 
 Some people enjoy volunteering 
and encourage others to volunteer.  
Here are a few quotes. Former Brit-
ish Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
said, “We make a living by what 
we get, but we make a life by what 
we give.” Elizabeth Andrew also 
said, Volunteers do not necessarily 
have the time; they just have the 
heart.” And, finally, an anonymous 

volunteer once said, volunteering is 
the ultimate exercise in democracy.  
You vote in elections once a year, 
but when you volunteer, you vote 
every day about the kind of commu-
nity you want to live in.” 
 Rita needs volunteers to help with 
virtual banks for the boroughs of 
Kensington & Chelsea and Westmin-
ster.  There are plans in the works to 
organise Hammersmith & Fulham 
phone banks soon.  Meanwhile, 
volunteers would not have to leave 
their home and need access to the 
internet and the Zoom platform.  A 
desire to support Rita’s election to 
the London Assembly for the West 
Central constituency would be 
very beneficial.  Phone banks have 
a duration time of up to 2 hours.  
Training is provided to first-timers, 
too.  Plus, volunteers get to meet 
other volunteers and gain valuable 
experience.  The best place to find 
the dates and times of the virtual 
phone banks are either in Rita’s 
West Central Newsletter or on the 
Labour Party’s events web page.  
 You can start volunteering today 
by joining a virtual phone bank and 
start spreading the word. 
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Tuesday 2nd March – 17:00 -20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/85893510491  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326570 

Thursday 4th March – 18.15 - 20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81137479760  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326571 

Saturday 6th March – 10.15 - 12.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/83242060510  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326572 

Tuesday 9th March – 18.15 - 20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89460405588  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326574 

Thursday 11th March – 18.15 - 20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88460416305  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326575 

Saturday 13th March 10.15 - 12.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82507587626  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326577 

Tuesday 16th March – 18.15 - 20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/81095481249  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326579 

Thursday 18th March – 18.15 - 20.00

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/87965108565  
Event Link: https://events.labour.org.uk/
event/326581 

March Westminster 
Phone Banks
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